Life in Lanxmeer
Lanxmeer is an ecological residential area situated in Culemborg consisting of around 300 houses,
sustainable office buildings, an elementary school, a secondary school and a swimming pool. There
is a broad variety of resale and rental property, situated around community gardens. These ‘hoven’
(courtyards) are open to the public, and they make a gradual transition into an orchard, a local park,
a recreational pond and an organic farm.
Combining sustainability, landscaping, ease of mobility, social involvement and water management
makes for a unique residential area attracting international interest. In 1997 the city council of
Culemborg and the initiators (the EVA Foundation), in close cooperation with aspiring residents,
realized the first constructional phase of the project. The result gave adequate room for innovation
within economic limits. Lanxmeer is a lively residential area with a lot of public green space and
great social involvement. People living here have a highly sustainable lifestyle, and there is a
continuous flow of new initiatives, new businesses and activities.
Three residents talk
about their neighborhood
“This neighborhood is very child
friendly: it’s low in traffic, has
community gardens, and because
you know who your neighbors are
you can easily drop in on them.
Another nice example is a variety
of the cops-and-robbers game
that is played between different
‘hoven’. My kids played it for
many years and recently introduced the game to a younger generation. The older kids still see
each other frequently. They say
it takes a village to raise a child.
Well, that’s what actually happens
here in just a green neighborhood
consisting of several ‘hoven’ and
very few cars.”

“After 4 years I really feel part
of this neighborhood. I chose to
live here for its ecology and its
community spirit, but also for the
way it’s designed. Houses are not
all the same, they’re playful and
colorful. Gardens have no fences
and the ‘hoven’ are connected
by small alleyways. Also every
‘hof’ is different. When we came
here our neighbors knew each
other for already 13 years yet we
were welcomed with open arms
and genuine interest. We are the
eldest inhabitants of our ‘hof’ and
next to us lives a girl of 3 who
has adopted us as her grannies.
Now and then we spontaneously
share meals at the table in our
‘hof’ while kids play with water and
sand nearby. Houses built around
a self-maintained central garden
make for a natural social structure. Yet there is no moral pressure
to conform. Being pensioners we
have all kinds of opportunities to
make contributions, by way of
work groups, garden maintenance,
meetings and parties. This way we
also get to know the larger residential area.”

“We came to Lanxmeer for its
natural character, environmental
conservation, and sustainable
living. On top of that we experience Lanxmeer as a very quiet,
pleasant and socially engaged
environment.”

For maintaining the sustainable character and the community spirit vacant property is
initially offered to EVA-Lanxmeer members who want to
contribute to our objectives.
Prospective members can
apply through
www.eva-lanxmeer.nl/in/
handboek/lid-worden-vanbewonersvereniging.

Sustainability
• Lots of public green space
•
•
•

and an edible landscape.
Timber-frame structures and
reuse of building materials.
Multifunctional housing e.g.
in-house offices.
Energy-saving, district heating
with own energy company,
www.thermobello.nl.

Landscaping
• Situated in a water-collection
•

•

area, around an old orchard.
An old meander of River Lek
has been deepened for collecting rain water and making a
recreational pond.
Gradual transition from private gardens into community
gardens, park like areas and
water-collection areas

Social involvement
• Information is shared via
•
•
•
•

•
Watermanagement
• Water saving measures.
• Sewage water split into black•
•
•

water (toilet use) and greywater (others).
Constructed wetlands for treating greywater.
Rainwater retention in ponds
and wadis or ditches.
Lots of public green space.
Water permeable pavement.

Mobility
• Low traffic with parking lots
•
•
•

near the edges.
Situated near railway station
and close to town center.
Live, work and relax, with area
park, recreational pond and
local farm.
Car sharing.

For further reading see www.eva-lanxmeer.nl.
For an area tour see www.stichtingterrabella.nl/wijkwandeling.

newsletters, a website and
meetings.
Residents are involved in their
‘hof’ and contribute to festivities, e.g. at apple harvest.
Management of public green
space by own foundation
www.stichtingterrabella.nl.
Organic farm with educational
function, shop, terrace and
kitchen www.caetshage.org.
Private Waldorfschool
www.werfklas.nl, welcome
committee, car sharing
www.deelauto.nl,
energy saving and other
initiatives
Community for the elderly
www.kwarteel.nl.

